OPEN ENROLLMENT ACT 2010 (Romero Bill)

FAQ’S

1. What is the first school year that students can attend a school under the Open Enroll Act?   2011-2012 is the first school year that students can attend another school other than their current school if they apply under the Open Enrollment Act.  

2. When can parents apply for their children to attend another school under the Open Enrollment Act?  Parents can apply after receiving notice that the school their children are now attending is on the list.  
3.  If a student is accepted to attend another school under the Open Enrollment Act, does the parent have to apply again each year?  No. Once admitted, the student is deemed a “resident” of the new district and does not need to reapply each year.
4. Who is responsible for the transportation of a student who has been accepted to attend school in another district under the Open Enrollment Act?  The parent or guardian of the student is responsible for the transportation of the student to the new school.
5. Is there a deadline for applying to attend another school under the Open Enrollment Act?  Yes. The deadline for applications to be received by the district to which a student is applying to attend is January 1 to June 30 of the school year prior to the year for which the pupil is requesting a transfer.  For example, applications for the 2011-2012 school year must be received by the district being requested by June 30, 2011.
6. Why is a school on the list of 1000 Open Enrollment schools?  The California Department of Education creates the initial list using the Base Academic Performance Index (API) score for 2010. Schools in the state are ranked starting with the lowest scores and moving upward.  However, there are restrictions to the ranking including having no more than 10 percent of the schools in a district on the list, no schools with less than 100 valid scores are included, no charter schools are included, and no court or community schools are included. There is also the requirement to have a predetermined ratio of elementary (687), middle (165) and high schools (148) on the list. 

7. How can a school with a high API score be on the list? Because of the ranking method described in #6 above, a significant number of schools in the state will be “skipped” resulting in some schools being included that have achievement scores in the mid to high range for the state.  For example, San Antonio School is on the list and has an API of 807.   A score of 800 is considered high achieving.

8. Can a district deny a student’s transfer out of the district?   Districts can only deny a student transfer out if the district’s Governing Board has determined that the transfer would impact the district’s court-ordered desegregation plan or the racial and ethic balance of the district.
9. Can a district deny the application of a student who lives outside the district to attend a school in the district?  Yes, but the district must adopt “specific written standards” for the acceptance or rejection of applications.  These standards may include such items as the capacity of a program, grade level or school, or other adverse financial impact. The standards may not include such items as a student’s academic achievement, proficiently in English, family income or any of the prohibited bases of discrimination.

10. Where can I get information on the Open Enrollment Act?  Consult the California Department of Education  http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/eo/op/    
