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SAN ANTONIO SCHOOL
School Newsletter

From the Desk of

Linda Irving, Superintendent/Principal

August 2011
Dear All,

Welcome to a new school year!  I am so excited to be a part of this wonderful school and working team at San Antonio School District.  The teachers and staff have been hard at work preparing for the students.  We welcome you with open arms.
Please be a partner in your child’s education by reading with your student, volunteering in the classroom, talking with your student about their day, providing a healthy breakfast, as well as plenty of rest and support.

As usual parents will be asked to provide basic school supplies.  Please help us by taking advantage of the Back to School sales in our area.  Teacher supply lists will be posted on our website by mid August: http://schools.monterey.k12.ca.us/~santonio/ 
See you at Back to School Night on September 8th (which is a minimum day) at 6pm!

Sincerely,

Linda Irving, Superintendent/Principal

lirvingsausd@gmail.com
FACILITY, FACILITY, FACILITY 

This summer was all about facility.  We received 
1 million dollars for a school Maintenance Hardship project.  These funds were allocated to this district years ago and our timing was right for applying. The District was awarded these funds prior to the Budget crisis.  The focus of this summer’s work was installing a new phone/bell/intercom system and a fire alarm system. This “low voltage” was much needed. Now all of our teachers have their own voicemail for your convenience!  We also upgraded our camera security system this year.
DATES TO REMEMBER:

8/22-8/23/11  Staff Days
8/24/11  First Day of the New School Year
9/5/11    Holiday – No School

9/8/11    Minimum Day Dismissal

               Back to School Night

9/13/11  Picture Day

9/14/11  Regular Board Meeting

9/27/11  School Site Council
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
The After School program is looking for donations of art supplies and games.  If you have any gently used supplies, please drop them by the office.  The After School program will make good use of them!

The “After School” program will be for grades 3-8 this year.  It will begin Sept. 6th and run through the end of May.  It operates Mondays-Thursdays, 3pm-4:30pm and focuses on homework help.  We are once again requiring a $10 per family per month fee to help to offset costs.  There is NO transportation home after the program.  Regular attendance is required; this is NOT a drop in program.  The program is offered on a first come, first served basis to the first 20 students.  Every effort will be made to have all applicants attend the program on at least two of their requested days.  Please come by the office to pick up an application packet.  Once the application is returned, you will be added to the After School Program list.
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POWERSCHOOL, ACCESS YOUR STUDENT’S PROGRESS
Grades and progress are available online via PowerSchool.  Your teacher has the connection information.  The school has a website that will be posting bulletins and the monthly menu.  The address is:

http://schools.monterey.k12.ca.us/~santonio/ 
RESPONSIBILITY IS THE TRAIT FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER
This year San Antonio teachers, staff and students will continue to implement a program called Character Counts!  We will focus on a character trait each month.  For the months of August and September our school-wide focus will be on Responsibility. 

Responsibility means specific actions on the part of students and adults alike.  Here are some:

· Be a good example

· Think of ways to help others

· Think before you act or talk

· Do your best

· Don’t blame others for your mistakes

· Don’t wait for others to tell you to do good things

· Don’t do anything you wouldn’t be proud of

· Don’t pretend to have done jobs you really haven’t done.

Most people say they want to be good, but good character takes more than words.  Good people are people of action-they take care of themselves and others.

COACHES NEEDED!

The San Antonio District staff  and School Board are committed to providing a robust athletic program for our students in grades 4-8.  This includes fall volleyball and football, winter basketball for grades 4-8, spring coed softball (6-8), participation in the South County Track Meet (5-8) and even Primary Olympics (K-3).  
All of these activities are dependant on volunteer coaches.  Football/Volleyball season starts very soon and we need coaches!  The commitment is 2 times per week for after school practice (3-4:30) and coaching at athletic events, 
home and away.  Perhaps you would just like to help out…that’s ok too!
Please contact Staci Wilkins at school if you are interested in coaching.
PARENT/CARE GIVER INVOLVEMENT IS A DISTRICT-WIDE GOAL FOR THE YEAR

We always encourage family involvement in the students’ education.  This year we will be paying particular attention to increasing this involvement.  There are a number of ways to get involved at San Antonio School.  Here are just a few:

· Help in your child’s classroom

· Offer to take small projects home to assist the teacher

· PTO needs you…for the Fall Festival, PTO Book Faire, Family Nights, Pumpkin Fun Run and more. 
· Volunteer as a coach or assistant coach

· Monterey County Reads volunteers work with a small group of students at our school on a regular basis through the Panetta Institute in Monterey.  Applications are available at school

· Start an after school club.  These run for a short time after school.  They require fingerprinting, TB tests and Superintendent approval.  

· Help file, compile homework packets, organize, copy…for a teacher

· Organize a fund raiser

· Spearhead a community service project.  In the past we have sent gift supplies to the troops in Iraq for example

· Help with the Garden

· Volunteer to be on the Site Council 

· Bring snacks for the classroom students to share
· Write a card of appreciation to your teacher

· Attend school events (Back to School Night is 9/8 @ 6pm)

· Share an art lesson or idea

· Be a guest reader

· Help with the Strings program (4-8)

· Donate supplies

